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INDIAN OCEAN DRIVE — LAND-USE PLANNING FRAMEWORK 

401. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Planning: 
Can the minister provide an update on the new framework to guide land-use planning along Indian Ocean Drive 
in my electorate? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
I thank the member for the question. This is obviously relevant to a significant part of his electorate and I am 
pleased to advise that there has been a collaborative effort between three state government departments—the 
Department of Planning, the Department of Parks and Wildlife and Main Roads—together with five local 
governments in the Indian Ocean Drive region, to finalise planning guidelines for that region, and along the road 
in particular. I think most members would be aware that Indian Ocean Drive extends 270 kilometres from 
Guilderton to Dongara. Much of it was opened as a new road in 2010 as a coastal alternative to the Brand Highway 
and it passes through the local government areas of Gingin, Dandaragan, Coorow, Carnamah and Irwin. The road, 
much of which is still relatively new, as I said, provides access to some of the state’s most popular tourist attractions 
including the Pinnacles and the coastal communities of Guilderton, Lancelin, Jurien and Greenhead. Before Indian 
Ocean Drive was opened, access to many of these coastal townships was much more limited. As the communities 
grow and visitor numbers increase, it is important that we have a consistent strategic planning framework to guide 
land use and development in a way that is appropriate for the landscape that also retains the views from Indian 
Ocean Drive. 

The origin of this work being done was about two years ago or so when I was asked to consider a proposal for an 
amendment to the Shire of Dandaragan’s planning scheme that was to allow a service station and other facilities, 
including a shop, caravan park and restaurant, at a particular location along the Indian Ocean Drive. The 
recommendation from the Western Australian Planning Commission, which I accepted, was to refuse that 
amendment because of concerns that it did not appropriately fit in with the landscape of the area. It would have 
unduly impacted on the landscape and the visual effects, and it also would have detracted from the existing coastal 
settlements. I was concerned, together with the Department of Planning, to ensure that we had proper consideration 
given to what would be allowed to develop along Indian Ocean Drive, and as a result of that, these guidelines have 
now been completed and adopted by the Planning Commission, and from today they are available on the 
Department of Planning website. In brief, the purpose of the guidelines is to ensure that there is a coordinated 
planning framework to guide decisions on issues including location and design of roadside stopping places, rural 
homes, service stations and roadhouses, tourism developments and also signage. Essentially the guidelines apply 
to a 500 metre–wide corridor on either side of the road and also in some other significant areas, but are not intended 
to impact on development within the town sites. It will ensure that there is a coordinated approach to land-use 
decision-making across the five shires in order to maintain the scenic character of the entire length of Indian Ocean 
Drive so it can be enjoyed and appreciated by residents of the area and also by visitors to the region. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: How many shires? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There are five in total. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Do you think it’s too many? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That particular debate is an issue for another day, I think! If we go down that path I think maybe 
I will defer to the Minister for Local Government. Whatever the number of shires, it is pleasing that they have 
come together with the state government, as I said, to ensure the preparation of this planning guideline and to 
ensure a consistent and coordinated approach is taken whatever the number of shires, and I commend all those 
who have been involved. As I said, it is now available on the department’s website. 
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